
University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

3rd MEETING OF COUNCIL 2017/2018

                                              27 September 2017                                         USC Community Room
                                                    7:00 PM

1. Call to Order
2. O Canada
3. Western Song
4. Land Recognition
5. Roll Call
6. Comments from the Chair
7. Approval of Agenda
8. Approval of Minutes

Meeting of Council (29 March 2017)
Meeting of Council (16 July 2017)

9. In-Camera (Confidential Minutes)

10. Presentations

i. OUSA Presentation (15 minutes, 10 minutes Q&A) -- L. Tulk, Vice-President
ii. Sports & Recreation Services Presentation: Weese Report (30 minutes, 5 minutes Q&A) (Attachment 1)

-- C. Stapleton, Director (Sports & Recreation Services)

11. For Action

i. Deputy Speaker Election

Each candidate will receive 3 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council

ii. Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 positions) (Motion 1)
-- L. Tulk, Vice-President

Each candidate will receive 2 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council.

iii. Support for Western Wellness Center (Motion 2, Appendix 1) -- T. Solebo, President
iv. Advocacy by USC for Increased Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety (Motion 3, Appendix 2, Appendix 3)

-- E. Juhasz, Nursing Councillor
v. USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment (Motion 4, Appendix 4)

12. For Information

i. Executive Reports (45 minutes)
ii. Report of the Chair of the Board of Directors (10 minutes)
iii. Report from the Chair of the Student Senators (10 minutes)
iv. Report from Standing Committee Chairs (10 minutes)

a) Governance and Finance Standing Committee
b) Advocacy Standing Committee
c) Student Experience Standing Committee
d)  Agenda and Council Operations Standing Committee
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13. Election Results

i. Deputy Speaker Election Results
ii. OUSA GA Representatives Election Results

14. For Discussion
15. New Business
16. Termination
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Motion 1

Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 position)

Be it resolved that, Council elect eight (8) members to the delegate positions for the OUSA General Election;

Be it further resolved that, once the members are elected, that the ballots be destroyed.

MOVER/Seconder
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Motion 2

Support for Western Wellness Center

Whereas, there is currently confusion surrounding the mental health services that currently exist on campus and there is
a need for them to work more collaboratively;

Whereas, Western students could benefit from the consolidation of Student Health Services and the Student
Development Center due to their differing service offerings but common goal;

Whereas, the consolidation of these two services has been a long-term advocacy priority of the USC
Be it resolved, that the USC pass a motion of support for a referendum to renovate Thames hall in order to create the
Western Wellness Center Facility.

SOLEBO/Seconder
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Appendix 1

Proposal to Create a Western Wellness Centre Facility

Item: Motion 2, Appendix 1
Author: T. Solebo, USC President
Purpose of Report: For Information
Date: 22 August 2017

The University’s Long-Range Space (see Table 14 in Western’s Budget Document) includes the modernization of Thames
Hall – a centrally-located building on campus.  The Thames Hall Project is an ideal opportunity to create an integrated
Western Wellness Centre (WWC) that will provide a one-stop-shop facility that covers all aspects of student physical and
mental health support services.

The proposed WWC Facility Project is as follows:

·     Provide  22,000  net  square  feet  of  space  for  the  WWC  in  Thames  Hall  –  which  provides  incremental  space
(compared to the current space occupied by the units involved).

·    This would allow for the consolidation of Student Health Services and Psychological Services into a single space.
Discussions about other services that could possibly be included are underway – led by the Provost.   However,
all activities must be accommodated within the 22,000 sqft.

·    The WWC will be created in large open and contiguous spaces within Thames Hall (i.e. the former pool, gym, and
locker room areas) – thus allowing for custom design that is state-of-the art and flexible.

·    Thames Hall will also house the School of Kinesiology and general use spaces and student study spaces.

·    The WWC would be designed/constructed with its own entrance.

Estimated Costs

·    The estimated cost of the full Thames Hall Project is about $35 million – and within this, the WWC component is
estimated to be $20 million.

·    The WWC’s incremental space (compared to the current space of the units involved) will have incremental
operating costs – estimated at about $80,000 to $100,000 per year.

Proposed Funding Plan

It is proposed that the WWC Facility project be funded jointly by the University and Western’s students – as follows:

1. The University and the students (graduates, undergraduates, and the affiliated university college students) strike
an equal partnership in financing the WWC – i.e.  $10 million each for the construction cost and 50% of the
estimated incremental operating costs.

2. The students’ $10 million contribution could be achieved through a fee (approved by referendum) that lasts 10
years.  The fee would start at $36 per student in year one and increased by 2% each year for inflation.  In year
10, the fee would be about $43.

3. The  present  value  of  fee  revenue  collected  over  the  10-year  period  is  estimated  to  be  $10.5  million  –  which
covers the $10 million construction cost and 50% of the operating costs over this period.
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4. The University would fund its share of the construction cost (i.e. $10 million) by borrowing the funds and its
share  of  the  incremental  operating  costs  (i.e.  total  of  about  $500,000)  will  be  covered  by  the  University’s
operating budget in each of the 10 years.

Other Related Issues

a. The Thames Hall Project needs to get underway soon – and therefore we need commitments by mid-
September from SOGS and the USC to take this forward to referendum.

b. If the project moves forward with support from SOGS and the USC, the project planning committee (that works
with the chosen architects) will include a representative from each of SOGS and the USC.
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Motion 3

Advocacy by USC for increased pedestrian and cyclist safety

Whereas, on September 8, 2017, the Western Gazette published an article highlighting concerns and issues around
safety for cyclists and pedestrians on campus, after a collision between a motor vehicle and a cyclist on September 5,
2017.

Whereas, despite the address of pedestrian and cyclist safety in the 2016-17 USC advocacy papers, pedestrian/cyclist
safety appears to be a continual concern for students.

Be it resolved that the USC begin setting clear milestones for the implementation of some recommendations as outlined
in the 2016-17 advocacy paper.

Be it further resolved that the USC consider adding to the recommendations mentioned in the 2016-17 USC advocacy
papers, to include initiatives such as scramble crossings (see Appendix 1) at major Western intersections including but
not limited to: Western Rd. and Sarnia Rd., Western Rd., and Lambton Dr., and Lambton Dr. and University Dr.

Article 1: Implementation of Scramble Crossing at Queen’s University

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/new-crossing-improves-safety-accessibility

JUHASZ/Seconder
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Appendix 2

Image of a Scramble Crossing

Image source: http://media.zuza.com/a/6/a678607a-e550-49e6-8ef8-33668ae02fc1/Scramble_Crossing_Toronto___Gallery.jpg
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Appendix 3

Qualtrics Report – Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety

Pedestrian/Cyclist Safety survey
September 14th 2017, 5:45 pm MDT

Q1 - What is the main mode of transportation you utilize AROUND campus?

# Answer % Count

1 Walk 85.71% 48

2 Bike/rollerblade/skateboard/longboard 12.50% 7

3 Other 1.79% 1

Total 100% 56
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Q2 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe bike paths?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 21.43% 12

2 No 37.50% 21

3 Unsure/does not affect me 41.07% 23

Total 100% 56
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Q3 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe pedestrian crosswalks?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 71.43% 40

2 No 28.57% 16

3 Unsure/does not affect me 0.00% 0

Total 100% 56
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Q4 - From which of the following do you feel would benefit safety on Western campus? (You
may select more than one response):

# Answer % Count

1 Hours of vehicle restriction in the campus interior (i.e: only buses allocated between class hours) 16.49% 16

2 More speed controls on campus for motor vehicles 18.56% 18

3 Addition of more marked bike paths on campus interior roads 21.65% 21

4 Addition of "pedestrian only" light signals at major campus intersections 25.77% 25

5 Other 5.15% 5

6 Western has already implemented sufficient pedestrian/cyclist safety measures 12.37% 12

Total 100% 97
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Other
Other

free ice cream

Pedestrian only crossing at intersections (like they have at some busy intersections in Toronto)

putting back the walkway in the big circle grassy thing by alumni hall

This year a pseudo cross walk has been put between the parking lot beside TD stadium and the rest of campus for
people to cross. It is confusing for motorists - Just put a stop sign there. It would serve the same function without any
level of a confusion (and would also allow people to cross at both sides of the intersection (intersection here loosely
defined as both sides of where one can turn into the TD parking lot)
In addition to more marked bike paths, I think more protected paths would be safer and encourage more people to
cycle.

Q4_5_TEXT - Topics

Answer % Count

Total 100% 0
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Motion 4

USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

Be it resolved that, Council ratify the USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment.

MOVER/Seconder
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Appendix 4

                                                             Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

BETWEEN

The Western University Student Senators

AND

The University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

These Principles of Collaboration and Commitment are hereby articulated between the Western Student Senators hereinafter
referred to as WSS, and University Students’ Council of The University of Western Ontario, hereinafter referred to as the USC.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of articulating these Principles of Collaboration and Commitment is to set out a framework of cooperation between
the WSS and the USC to develop mutually beneficial programs, advocacy priorities, projects and other engagement
mechanisms in support of creating a better campus for all of Western undergraduate students.

B. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE RELATIONSHIP:

1. The WSS and the USC acknowledge, respect, and value the distinct yet complementary roles each plays within
Western University.

2. The WSS and the USC are at their best when both parties commit to inspiring, challenging and collaborating as
colleagues, and governing relations informed by a mutually beneficial partnership.

3. The WSS and the USC believe that successful collaborative partnerships require time, commitment, compromise, and
mutual respect.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS:

• A consistently professional, positive, and productive relationship.
• Stronger empathy and understanding of the challenges and limitations of each party, and a commitment to assisting to
address them.
• Consistent and reliable partnership to strengthen lobby priorities and advocacy to the university administration and
Senate.
• Broader recognition of the strengths of each partner, and a willingness to capitalize on those strengths to face common
challenges, and pursue common opportunities.

D. STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT

The WSS shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings between the Chair (or designate) and the USC (Vice-President and or designate) to
review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. Invite the USC Vice-President (or designate) to attend WSS caucus meetings as a resource member.

3. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.
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4. Allow for the appointment of appropriate USC individuals (Vice-President or designate) to WSS caucus sub-
committees where deemed appropriate by both parties.

5. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goals and initiatives.

6. Have sole discretion as to how the USC budgetary allocation for WSS will be utilized and budgetary changes will be
negotiated through the USC budget cycle.

7. Send one delegate to all USC council meetings to present relevant updates.

8. Acknowledge the unique and legitimate role the University Students’ Council plays as an advocate for Western
students in the community

9. Support the USC to accomplish its mission to “enhance the educational experience and quality of life for all
undergraduates at Western University,” and accomplish priorities contained within the USC’s long-term strategic plan, to the
extent WSS is in agreement with them.
10. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The WSS will further commit to work with the USC on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
11. Seek to engage with the USC on Senate matters which would directly affect Western students.
12. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

USC shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings with WSS leadership to review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and
set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.

3. Appoint appropriate individuals (Vice-President or designate) to the WSS caucus sub-committees.

4. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goal and initiatives.

5. Allocate an initial budgetary amount of $1500 for the WSS in the USC budget to increase its organizational capacities.
WSS will have sole discretion as to how the money will be allocated and any budgetary increases will be presented to USC
Council for approval. Each year, the mandated base amount will be $1500. Any increase agreed to by Council will become the
baseline funding amount throughout the terms of this agreement (i.e. if Council approves an $1000 increase, the baseline
funding will become $2500). The USC and WSS will not consider its respective political stances when approving budgetary
changes.

6. Recognize and respect the fundamental role that the WSS plays in representing Western University students at the
university Senate.
7. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The USC will further commit to work with the WSS on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
8. Support the WSS to gather student feedback on any pertinent issues relating to students as determined by the WSS and
agree to share previously collected feedback that is pertinent to achieving common goals
9. Grant WSS similar abilities and privileges as Faculty Councils including, but not limited to, booking UCC conference
rooms, atrium booths, and receiving guidance from members of the Executive on portfolio-related initiatives.
10. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

E. TERMS OF AGREEMENT

The agreement shall begin immediately upon its signing and will cease exactly three (3) years to the day it was signed.
Additionally, the agreement shall be dissolved upon the written consent of each party.
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In the third year of the agreement, the WSS Chair and USC Vice-President shall meaningfully attempt to negotiate a new
agreement. Alternatively, they may elect to a three (3) year continuance of the current agreement.

Western Student Senators University Students’ Council

_____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chair               President

____________________________________ ____________________________________
Vice-Chair Vice-President

____________________________________
Chief Operating Officer

____________________________________
Date
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Motion 1

Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 position)

Be it resolved that, Council elect eight (8) members to the delegate positions for the OUSA General Election;

Be it further resolved that, once the members are elected, that the ballots be destroyed.

MOVER/Seconder
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Motion 2

Support for Western Wellness Center

Whereas, there is currently confusion surrounding the mental health services that currently exist on campus and there is
a need for them to work more collaboratively;

Whereas, Western students could benefit from the consolidation of Student Health Services and the Student
Development Center due to their differing service offerings but common goal;

Whereas, the consolidation of these two services has been a long-term advocacy priority of the USC
Be it resolved, that the USC pass a motion of support for a referendum to renovate Thames hall in order to create the
Western Wellness Center Facility.

SOLEBO/Seconder
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Appendix 1

Proposal to Create a Western Wellness Centre Facility

Item: Motion 2, Appendix 1
Author: T. Solebo, USC President
Purpose of Report: For Information
Date: 22 August 2017

The University’s Long-Range Space (see Table 14 in Western’s Budget Document) includes the modernization of Thames
Hall – a centrally-located building on campus.  The Thames Hall Project is an ideal opportunity to create an integrated
Western Wellness Centre (WWC) that will provide a one-stop-shop facility that covers all aspects of student physical and
mental health support services.

The proposed WWC Facility Project is as follows:

·     Provide  22,000  net  square  feet  of  space  for  the  WWC  in  Thames  Hall  –  which  provides  incremental  space
(compared to the current space occupied by the units involved).

·    This would allow for the consolidation of Student Health Services and Psychological Services into a single space.
Discussions about other services that could possibly be included are underway – led by the Provost.   However,
all activities must be accommodated within the 22,000 sqft.

·    The WWC will be created in large open and contiguous spaces within Thames Hall (i.e. the former pool, gym, and
locker room areas) – thus allowing for custom design that is state-of-the art and flexible.

·    Thames Hall will also house the School of Kinesiology and general use spaces and student study spaces.

·    The WWC would be designed/constructed with its own entrance.

Estimated Costs

·    The estimated cost of the full Thames Hall Project is about $35 million – and within this, the WWC component is
estimated to be $20 million.

·    The WWC’s incremental space (compared to the current space of the units involved) will have incremental
operating costs – estimated at about $80,000 to $100,000 per year.

Proposed Funding Plan

It is proposed that the WWC Facility project be funded jointly by the University and Western’s students – as follows:

1. The University and the students (graduates, undergraduates, and the affiliated university college students) strike
an equal partnership in financing the WWC – i.e.  $10 million each for the construction cost and 50% of the
estimated incremental operating costs.

2. The students’ $10 million contribution could be achieved through a fee (approved by referendum) that lasts 10
years.  The fee would start at $36 per student in year one and increased by 2% each year for inflation.  In year
10, the fee would be about $43.

3. The  present  value  of  fee  revenue  collected  over  the  10-year  period  is  estimated  to  be  $10.5  million  –  which
covers the $10 million construction cost and 50% of the operating costs over this period.
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4. The University would fund its share of the construction cost (i.e. $10 million) by borrowing the funds and its
share  of  the  incremental  operating  costs  (i.e.  total  of  about  $500,000)  will  be  covered  by  the  University’s
operating budget in each of the 10 years.

Other Related Issues

a. The Thames Hall Project needs to get underway soon – and therefore we need commitments by mid-
September from SOGS and the USC to take this forward to referendum.

b. If the project moves forward with support from SOGS and the USC, the project planning committee (that works
with the chosen architects) will include a representative from each of SOGS and the USC.



University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

Motion 3

Advocacy by USC for increased pedestrian and cyclist safety

Whereas, on September 8, 2017, the Western Gazette published an article highlighting concerns and issues around
safety for cyclists and pedestrians on campus, after a collision between a motor vehicle and a cyclist on September 5,
2017.

Whereas, despite the address of pedestrian and cyclist safety in the 2016-17 USC advocacy papers, pedestrian/cyclist
safety appears to be a continual concern for students.

Be it resolved that the USC begin setting clear milestones for the implementation of some recommendations as outlined
in the 2016-17 advocacy paper.

Be it further resolved that the USC consider adding to the recommendations mentioned in the 2016-17 USC advocacy
papers, to include initiatives such as scramble crossings (see Appendix 1) at major Western intersections including but
not limited to: Western Rd. and Sarnia Rd., Western Rd., and Lambton Dr., and Lambton Dr. and University Dr.

Article 1: Implementation of Scramble Crossing at Queen’s University

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/new-crossing-improves-safety-accessibility

JUHASZ/Seconder
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Appendix 2

Image of a Scramble Crossing

Image source: http://media.zuza.com/a/6/a678607a-e550-49e6-8ef8-33668ae02fc1/Scramble_Crossing_Toronto___Gallery.jpg
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Appendix 3

Qualtrics Report – Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety

Pedestrian/Cyclist Safety survey
September 14th 2017, 5:45 pm MDT

Q1 - What is the main mode of transportation you utilize AROUND campus?

# Answer % Count

1 Walk 85.71% 48

2 Bike/rollerblade/skateboard/longboard 12.50% 7

3 Other 1.79% 1

Total 100% 56
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Q2 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe bike paths?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 21.43% 12

2 No 37.50% 21

3 Unsure/does not affect me 41.07% 23

Total 100% 56
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Q3 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe pedestrian crosswalks?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 71.43% 40

2 No 28.57% 16

3 Unsure/does not affect me 0.00% 0

Total 100% 56
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Q4 - From which of the following do you feel would benefit safety on Western campus? (You
may select more than one response):

# Answer % Count

1 Hours of vehicle restriction in the campus interior (i.e: only buses allocated between class hours) 16.49% 16

2 More speed controls on campus for motor vehicles 18.56% 18

3 Addition of more marked bike paths on campus interior roads 21.65% 21

4 Addition of "pedestrian only" light signals at major campus intersections 25.77% 25

5 Other 5.15% 5

6 Western has already implemented sufficient pedestrian/cyclist safety measures 12.37% 12

Total 100% 97
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Other
Other

free ice cream

Pedestrian only crossing at intersections (like they have at some busy intersections in Toronto)

putting back the walkway in the big circle grassy thing by alumni hall

This year a pseudo cross walk has been put between the parking lot beside TD stadium and the rest of campus for
people to cross. It is confusing for motorists - Just put a stop sign there. It would serve the same function without any
level of a confusion (and would also allow people to cross at both sides of the intersection (intersection here loosely
defined as both sides of where one can turn into the TD parking lot)
In addition to more marked bike paths, I think more protected paths would be safer and encourage more people to
cycle.

Q4_5_TEXT - Topics

Answer % Count

Total 100% 0
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Motion 4

USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

Be it resolved that, Council ratify the USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment.

MOVER/Seconder
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Appendix 4

                                                             Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

BETWEEN

The Western University Student Senators

AND

The University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

These Principles of Collaboration and Commitment are hereby articulated between the Western Student Senators hereinafter
referred to as WSS, and University Students’ Council of The University of Western Ontario, hereinafter referred to as the USC.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of articulating these Principles of Collaboration and Commitment is to set out a framework of cooperation between
the WSS and the USC to develop mutually beneficial programs, advocacy priorities, projects and other engagement
mechanisms in support of creating a better campus for all of Western undergraduate students.

B. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE RELATIONSHIP:

1. The WSS and the USC acknowledge, respect, and value the distinct yet complementary roles each plays within
Western University.

2. The WSS and the USC are at their best when both parties commit to inspiring, challenging and collaborating as
colleagues, and governing relations informed by a mutually beneficial partnership.

3. The WSS and the USC believe that successful collaborative partnerships require time, commitment, compromise, and
mutual respect.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS:

• A consistently professional, positive, and productive relationship.
• Stronger empathy and understanding of the challenges and limitations of each party, and a commitment to assisting to
address them.
• Consistent and reliable partnership to strengthen lobby priorities and advocacy to the university administration and
Senate.
• Broader recognition of the strengths of each partner, and a willingness to capitalize on those strengths to face common
challenges, and pursue common opportunities.

D. STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT

The WSS shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings between the Chair (or designate) and the USC (Vice-President and or designate) to
review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. Invite the USC Vice-President (or designate) to attend WSS caucus meetings as a resource member.

3. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.
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4. Allow for the appointment of appropriate USC individuals (Vice-President or designate) to WSS caucus sub-
committees where deemed appropriate by both parties.

5. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goals and initiatives.

6. Have sole discretion as to how the USC budgetary allocation for WSS will be utilized and budgetary changes will be
negotiated through the USC budget cycle.

7. Send one delegate to all USC council meetings to present relevant updates.

8. Acknowledge the unique and legitimate role the University Students’ Council plays as an advocate for Western
students in the community

9. Support the USC to accomplish its mission to “enhance the educational experience and quality of life for all
undergraduates at Western University,” and accomplish priorities contained within the USC’s long-term strategic plan, to the
extent WSS is in agreement with them.
10. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The WSS will further commit to work with the USC on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
11. Seek to engage with the USC on Senate matters which would directly affect Western students.
12. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

USC shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings with WSS leadership to review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and
set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.

3. Appoint appropriate individuals (Vice-President or designate) to the WSS caucus sub-committees.

4. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goal and initiatives.

5. Allocate an initial budgetary amount of $1500 for the WSS in the USC budget to increase its organizational capacities.
WSS will have sole discretion as to how the money will be allocated and any budgetary increases will be presented to USC
Council for approval. Each year, the mandated base amount will be $1500. Any increase agreed to by Council will become the
baseline funding amount throughout the terms of this agreement (i.e. if Council approves an $1000 increase, the baseline
funding will become $2500). The USC and WSS will not consider its respective political stances when approving budgetary
changes.

6. Recognize and respect the fundamental role that the WSS plays in representing Western University students at the
university Senate.
7. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The USC will further commit to work with the WSS on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
8. Support the WSS to gather student feedback on any pertinent issues relating to students as determined by the WSS and
agree to share previously collected feedback that is pertinent to achieving common goals
9. Grant WSS similar abilities and privileges as Faculty Councils including, but not limited to, booking UCC conference
rooms, atrium booths, and receiving guidance from members of the Executive on portfolio-related initiatives.
10. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

E. TERMS OF AGREEMENT

The agreement shall begin immediately upon its signing and will cease exactly three (3) years to the day it was signed.
Additionally, the agreement shall be dissolved upon the written consent of each party.
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In the third year of the agreement, the WSS Chair and USC Vice-President shall meaningfully attempt to negotiate a new
agreement. Alternatively, they may elect to a three (3) year continuance of the current agreement.

Western Student Senators University Students’ Council

_____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chair               President

____________________________________ ____________________________________
Vice-Chair Vice-President

____________________________________
Chief Operating Officer

____________________________________
Date



University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

3rd MEETING OF COUNCIL 2017/2018

                                              27 September 2017                                         USC Community Room
                                                    7:00 PM

1. Call to Order
2. O Canada
3. Western Song
4. Land Recognition
5. Roll Call
6. Comments from the Chair
7. Approval of Agenda
8. Approval of Minutes

Meeting of Council (29 March 2017)
Meeting of Council (16 July 2017)

9. In-Camera (Confidential Minutes)

10. Presentations

i. OUSA Presentation (15 minutes, 10 minutes Q&A) -- L. Tulk, Vice-President
ii. Sports & Recreation Services Presentation: Weese Report (30 minutes, 5 minutes Q&A) (Attachment 1)

-- C. Stapleton, Director (Sports & Recreation Services)

11. For Action

i. Deputy Speaker Election

Each candidate will receive 3 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council

ii. Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 positions) (Motion 1)
-- L. Tulk, Vice-President

Each candidate will receive 2 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council.

iii. Support for Western Wellness Center (Motion 2, Appendix 1) -- T. Solebo, President
iv. Advocacy by USC for Increased Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety (Motion 3, Appendix 2, Appendix 3)

-- E. Juhasz, Nursing Councillor
v. USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment (Motion 4, Appendix 4)

12. For Information

i. Executive Reports (45 minutes)
ii. Report of the Chair of the Board of Directors (10 minutes)
iii. Report from the Chair of the Student Senators (10 minutes)
iv. Report from Standing Committee Chairs (10 minutes)

a) Governance and Finance Standing Committee
b) Advocacy Standing Committee
c) Student Experience Standing Committee
d)  Agenda and Council Operations Standing Committee
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13. Election Results

i. Deputy Speaker Election Results
ii. OUSA GA Representatives Election Results

14. For Discussion
15. New Business
16. Termination
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Motion 1

Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 position)

Be it resolved that, Council elect eight (8) members to the delegate positions for the OUSA General Election;

Be it further resolved that, once the members are elected, that the ballots be destroyed.

MOVER/Seconder
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Motion 2

Support for Western Wellness Center

Whereas, there is currently confusion surrounding the mental health services that currently exist on campus and there is
a need for them to work more collaboratively;

Whereas, Western students could benefit from the consolidation of Student Health Services and the Student
Development Center due to their differing service offerings but common goal;

Whereas, the consolidation of these two services has been a long-term advocacy priority of the USC
Be it resolved, that the USC pass a motion of support for a referendum to renovate Thames hall in order to create the
Western Wellness Center Facility.

SOLEBO/Seconder
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Appendix 1

Proposal to Create a Western Wellness Centre Facility

Item: Motion 2, Appendix 1
Author: T. Solebo, USC President
Purpose of Report: For Information
Date: 22 August 2017

The University’s Long-Range Space (see Table 14 in Western’s Budget Document) includes the modernization of Thames
Hall – a centrally-located building on campus.  The Thames Hall Project is an ideal opportunity to create an integrated
Western Wellness Centre (WWC) that will provide a one-stop-shop facility that covers all aspects of student physical and
mental health support services.

The proposed WWC Facility Project is as follows:

·     Provide  22,000  net  square  feet  of  space  for  the  WWC  in  Thames  Hall  –  which  provides  incremental  space
(compared to the current space occupied by the units involved).

·    This would allow for the consolidation of Student Health Services and Psychological Services into a single space.
Discussions about other services that could possibly be included are underway – led by the Provost.   However,
all activities must be accommodated within the 22,000 sqft.

·    The WWC will be created in large open and contiguous spaces within Thames Hall (i.e. the former pool, gym, and
locker room areas) – thus allowing for custom design that is state-of-the art and flexible.

·    Thames Hall will also house the School of Kinesiology and general use spaces and student study spaces.

·    The WWC would be designed/constructed with its own entrance.

Estimated Costs

·    The estimated cost of the full Thames Hall Project is about $35 million – and within this, the WWC component is
estimated to be $20 million.

·    The WWC’s incremental space (compared to the current space of the units involved) will have incremental
operating costs – estimated at about $80,000 to $100,000 per year.

Proposed Funding Plan

It is proposed that the WWC Facility project be funded jointly by the University and Western’s students – as follows:

1. The University and the students (graduates, undergraduates, and the affiliated university college students) strike
an equal partnership in financing the WWC – i.e.  $10 million each for the construction cost and 50% of the
estimated incremental operating costs.

2. The students’ $10 million contribution could be achieved through a fee (approved by referendum) that lasts 10
years.  The fee would start at $36 per student in year one and increased by 2% each year for inflation.  In year
10, the fee would be about $43.

3. The  present  value  of  fee  revenue  collected  over  the  10-year  period  is  estimated  to  be  $10.5  million  –  which
covers the $10 million construction cost and 50% of the operating costs over this period.
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4. The University would fund its share of the construction cost (i.e. $10 million) by borrowing the funds and its
share  of  the  incremental  operating  costs  (i.e.  total  of  about  $500,000)  will  be  covered  by  the  University’s
operating budget in each of the 10 years.

Other Related Issues

a. The Thames Hall Project needs to get underway soon – and therefore we need commitments by mid-
September from SOGS and the USC to take this forward to referendum.

b. If the project moves forward with support from SOGS and the USC, the project planning committee (that works
with the chosen architects) will include a representative from each of SOGS and the USC.
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Motion 3

Advocacy by USC for increased pedestrian and cyclist safety

Whereas, on September 8, 2017, the Western Gazette published an article highlighting concerns and issues around
safety for cyclists and pedestrians on campus, after a collision between a motor vehicle and a cyclist on September 5,
2017.

Whereas, despite the address of pedestrian and cyclist safety in the 2016-17 USC advocacy papers, pedestrian/cyclist
safety appears to be a continual concern for students.

Be it resolved that the USC begin setting clear milestones for the implementation of some recommendations as outlined
in the 2016-17 advocacy paper.

Be it further resolved that the USC consider adding to the recommendations mentioned in the 2016-17 USC advocacy
papers, to include initiatives such as scramble crossings (see Appendix 1) at major Western intersections including but
not limited to: Western Rd. and Sarnia Rd., Western Rd., and Lambton Dr., and Lambton Dr. and University Dr.

Article 1: Implementation of Scramble Crossing at Queen’s University

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/new-crossing-improves-safety-accessibility

JUHASZ/Seconder
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Appendix 2

Image of a Scramble Crossing

Image source: http://media.zuza.com/a/6/a678607a-e550-49e6-8ef8-33668ae02fc1/Scramble_Crossing_Toronto___Gallery.jpg
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Appendix 3

Qualtrics Report – Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety

Pedestrian/Cyclist Safety survey
September 14th 2017, 5:45 pm MDT

Q1 - What is the main mode of transportation you utilize AROUND campus?

# Answer % Count

1 Walk 85.71% 48

2 Bike/rollerblade/skateboard/longboard 12.50% 7

3 Other 1.79% 1

Total 100% 56
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Q2 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe bike paths?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 21.43% 12

2 No 37.50% 21

3 Unsure/does not affect me 41.07% 23

Total 100% 56
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Q3 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe pedestrian crosswalks?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 71.43% 40

2 No 28.57% 16

3 Unsure/does not affect me 0.00% 0

Total 100% 56
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Q4 - From which of the following do you feel would benefit safety on Western campus? (You
may select more than one response):

# Answer % Count

1 Hours of vehicle restriction in the campus interior (i.e: only buses allocated between class hours) 16.49% 16

2 More speed controls on campus for motor vehicles 18.56% 18

3 Addition of more marked bike paths on campus interior roads 21.65% 21

4 Addition of "pedestrian only" light signals at major campus intersections 25.77% 25

5 Other 5.15% 5

6 Western has already implemented sufficient pedestrian/cyclist safety measures 12.37% 12

Total 100% 97
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Other
Other

free ice cream

Pedestrian only crossing at intersections (like they have at some busy intersections in Toronto)

putting back the walkway in the big circle grassy thing by alumni hall

This year a pseudo cross walk has been put between the parking lot beside TD stadium and the rest of campus for
people to cross. It is confusing for motorists - Just put a stop sign there. It would serve the same function without any
level of a confusion (and would also allow people to cross at both sides of the intersection (intersection here loosely
defined as both sides of where one can turn into the TD parking lot)
In addition to more marked bike paths, I think more protected paths would be safer and encourage more people to
cycle.

Q4_5_TEXT - Topics

Answer % Count

Total 100% 0
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Motion 4

USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

Be it resolved that, Council ratify the USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment.

MOVER/Seconder
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Appendix 4

                                                             Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

BETWEEN

The Western University Student Senators

AND

The University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

These Principles of Collaboration and Commitment are hereby articulated between the Western Student Senators hereinafter
referred to as WSS, and University Students’ Council of The University of Western Ontario, hereinafter referred to as the USC.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of articulating these Principles of Collaboration and Commitment is to set out a framework of cooperation between
the WSS and the USC to develop mutually beneficial programs, advocacy priorities, projects and other engagement
mechanisms in support of creating a better campus for all of Western undergraduate students.

B. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE RELATIONSHIP:

1. The WSS and the USC acknowledge, respect, and value the distinct yet complementary roles each plays within
Western University.

2. The WSS and the USC are at their best when both parties commit to inspiring, challenging and collaborating as
colleagues, and governing relations informed by a mutually beneficial partnership.

3. The WSS and the USC believe that successful collaborative partnerships require time, commitment, compromise, and
mutual respect.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS:

• A consistently professional, positive, and productive relationship.
• Stronger empathy and understanding of the challenges and limitations of each party, and a commitment to assisting to
address them.
• Consistent and reliable partnership to strengthen lobby priorities and advocacy to the university administration and
Senate.
• Broader recognition of the strengths of each partner, and a willingness to capitalize on those strengths to face common
challenges, and pursue common opportunities.

D. STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT

The WSS shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings between the Chair (or designate) and the USC (Vice-President and or designate) to
review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. Invite the USC Vice-President (or designate) to attend WSS caucus meetings as a resource member.

3. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.
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4. Allow for the appointment of appropriate USC individuals (Vice-President or designate) to WSS caucus sub-
committees where deemed appropriate by both parties.

5. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goals and initiatives.

6. Have sole discretion as to how the USC budgetary allocation for WSS will be utilized and budgetary changes will be
negotiated through the USC budget cycle.

7. Send one delegate to all USC council meetings to present relevant updates.

8. Acknowledge the unique and legitimate role the University Students’ Council plays as an advocate for Western
students in the community

9. Support the USC to accomplish its mission to “enhance the educational experience and quality of life for all
undergraduates at Western University,” and accomplish priorities contained within the USC’s long-term strategic plan, to the
extent WSS is in agreement with them.
10. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The WSS will further commit to work with the USC on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
11. Seek to engage with the USC on Senate matters which would directly affect Western students.
12. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

USC shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings with WSS leadership to review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and
set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.

3. Appoint appropriate individuals (Vice-President or designate) to the WSS caucus sub-committees.

4. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goal and initiatives.

5. Allocate an initial budgetary amount of $1500 for the WSS in the USC budget to increase its organizational capacities.
WSS will have sole discretion as to how the money will be allocated and any budgetary increases will be presented to USC
Council for approval. Each year, the mandated base amount will be $1500. Any increase agreed to by Council will become the
baseline funding amount throughout the terms of this agreement (i.e. if Council approves an $1000 increase, the baseline
funding will become $2500). The USC and WSS will not consider its respective political stances when approving budgetary
changes.

6. Recognize and respect the fundamental role that the WSS plays in representing Western University students at the
university Senate.
7. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The USC will further commit to work with the WSS on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
8. Support the WSS to gather student feedback on any pertinent issues relating to students as determined by the WSS and
agree to share previously collected feedback that is pertinent to achieving common goals
9. Grant WSS similar abilities and privileges as Faculty Councils including, but not limited to, booking UCC conference
rooms, atrium booths, and receiving guidance from members of the Executive on portfolio-related initiatives.
10. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

E. TERMS OF AGREEMENT

The agreement shall begin immediately upon its signing and will cease exactly three (3) years to the day it was signed.
Additionally, the agreement shall be dissolved upon the written consent of each party.
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In the third year of the agreement, the WSS Chair and USC Vice-President shall meaningfully attempt to negotiate a new
agreement. Alternatively, they may elect to a three (3) year continuance of the current agreement.

Western Student Senators University Students’ Council

_____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chair               President

____________________________________ ____________________________________
Vice-Chair Vice-President

____________________________________
Chief Operating Officer

____________________________________
Date



University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

3rd MEETING OF COUNCIL 2017/2018

                                              27 September 2017                                         USC Community Room
                                                    7:00 PM

1. Call to Order
2. O Canada
3. Western Song
4. Land Recognition
5. Roll Call
6. Comments from the Chair
7. Approval of Agenda
8. Approval of Minutes

Meeting of Council (29 March 2017)
Meeting of Council (16 July 2017)

9. In-Camera (Confidential Minutes)

10. Presentations

i. OUSA Presentation (15 minutes, 10 minutes Q&A) -- L. Tulk, Vice-President
ii. Sports & Recreation Services Presentation: Weese Report (30 minutes, 5 minutes Q&A) (Attachment 1)

-- C. Stapleton, Director (Sports & Recreation Services)

11. For Action

i. Deputy Speaker Election

Each candidate will receive 3 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council

ii. Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 positions) (Motion 1)
-- L. Tulk, Vice-President

Each candidate will receive 2 minutes for a speech and 2 questions from Council.

iii. Support for Western Wellness Center (Motion 2, Appendix 1) -- T. Solebo, President
iv. Advocacy by USC for Increased Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety (Motion 3, Appendix 2, Appendix 3)

-- E. Juhasz, Nursing Councillor
v. USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment (Motion 4, Appendix 4)

12. For Information

i. Executive Reports (45 minutes)
ii. Report of the Chair of the Board of Directors (10 minutes)
iii. Report from the Chair of the Student Senators (10 minutes)
iv. Report from Standing Committee Chairs (10 minutes)

a) Governance and Finance Standing Committee
b) Advocacy Standing Committee
c) Student Experience Standing Committee
d)  Agenda and Council Operations Standing Committee
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13. Election Results

i. Deputy Speaker Election Results
ii. OUSA GA Representatives Election Results

14. For Discussion
15. New Business
16. Termination
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Motion 1

Election of OUSA General Assembly Representatives – (8 position)

Be it resolved that, Council elect eight (8) members to the delegate positions for the OUSA General Election;

Be it further resolved that, once the members are elected, that the ballots be destroyed.

MOVER/Seconder
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Motion 2

Support for Western Wellness Center

Whereas, there is currently confusion surrounding the mental health services that currently exist on campus and there is
a need for them to work more collaboratively;

Whereas, Western students could benefit from the consolidation of Student Health Services and the Student
Development Center due to their differing service offerings but common goal;

Whereas, the consolidation of these two services has been a long-term advocacy priority of the USC
Be it resolved, that the USC pass a motion of support for a referendum to renovate Thames hall in order to create the
Western Wellness Center Facility.

SOLEBO/Seconder
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Appendix 1

Proposal to Create a Western Wellness Centre Facility

Item: Motion 2, Appendix 1
Author: T. Solebo, USC President
Purpose of Report: For Information
Date: 22 August 2017

The University’s Long-Range Space (see Table 14 in Western’s Budget Document) includes the modernization of Thames
Hall – a centrally-located building on campus.  The Thames Hall Project is an ideal opportunity to create an integrated
Western Wellness Centre (WWC) that will provide a one-stop-shop facility that covers all aspects of student physical and
mental health support services.

The proposed WWC Facility Project is as follows:

·     Provide  22,000  net  square  feet  of  space  for  the  WWC  in  Thames  Hall  –  which  provides  incremental  space
(compared to the current space occupied by the units involved).

·    This would allow for the consolidation of Student Health Services and Psychological Services into a single space.
Discussions about other services that could possibly be included are underway – led by the Provost.   However,
all activities must be accommodated within the 22,000 sqft.

·    The WWC will be created in large open and contiguous spaces within Thames Hall (i.e. the former pool, gym, and
locker room areas) – thus allowing for custom design that is state-of-the art and flexible.

·    Thames Hall will also house the School of Kinesiology and general use spaces and student study spaces.

·    The WWC would be designed/constructed with its own entrance.

Estimated Costs

·    The estimated cost of the full Thames Hall Project is about $35 million – and within this, the WWC component is
estimated to be $20 million.

·    The WWC’s incremental space (compared to the current space of the units involved) will have incremental
operating costs – estimated at about $80,000 to $100,000 per year.

Proposed Funding Plan

It is proposed that the WWC Facility project be funded jointly by the University and Western’s students – as follows:

1. The University and the students (graduates, undergraduates, and the affiliated university college students) strike
an equal partnership in financing the WWC – i.e.  $10 million each for the construction cost and 50% of the
estimated incremental operating costs.

2. The students’ $10 million contribution could be achieved through a fee (approved by referendum) that lasts 10
years.  The fee would start at $36 per student in year one and increased by 2% each year for inflation.  In year
10, the fee would be about $43.

3. The  present  value  of  fee  revenue  collected  over  the  10-year  period  is  estimated  to  be  $10.5  million  –  which
covers the $10 million construction cost and 50% of the operating costs over this period.
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4. The University would fund its share of the construction cost (i.e. $10 million) by borrowing the funds and its
share  of  the  incremental  operating  costs  (i.e.  total  of  about  $500,000)  will  be  covered  by  the  University’s
operating budget in each of the 10 years.

Other Related Issues

a. The Thames Hall Project needs to get underway soon – and therefore we need commitments by mid-
September from SOGS and the USC to take this forward to referendum.

b. If the project moves forward with support from SOGS and the USC, the project planning committee (that works
with the chosen architects) will include a representative from each of SOGS and the USC.
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Motion 3

Advocacy by USC for increased pedestrian and cyclist safety

Whereas, on September 8, 2017, the Western Gazette published an article highlighting concerns and issues around
safety for cyclists and pedestrians on campus, after a collision between a motor vehicle and a cyclist on September 5,
2017.

Whereas, despite the address of pedestrian and cyclist safety in the 2016-17 USC advocacy papers, pedestrian/cyclist
safety appears to be a continual concern for students.

Be it resolved that the USC begin setting clear milestones for the implementation of some recommendations as outlined
in the 2016-17 advocacy paper.

Be it further resolved that the USC consider adding to the recommendations mentioned in the 2016-17 USC advocacy
papers, to include initiatives such as scramble crossings (see Appendix 1) at major Western intersections including but
not limited to: Western Rd. and Sarnia Rd., Western Rd., and Lambton Dr., and Lambton Dr. and University Dr.

Article 1: Implementation of Scramble Crossing at Queen’s University

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/new-crossing-improves-safety-accessibility

JUHASZ/Seconder
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Appendix 2

Image of a Scramble Crossing

Image source: http://media.zuza.com/a/6/a678607a-e550-49e6-8ef8-33668ae02fc1/Scramble_Crossing_Toronto___Gallery.jpg
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Appendix 3

Qualtrics Report – Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety

Pedestrian/Cyclist Safety survey
September 14th 2017, 5:45 pm MDT

Q1 - What is the main mode of transportation you utilize AROUND campus?

# Answer % Count

1 Walk 85.71% 48

2 Bike/rollerblade/skateboard/longboard 12.50% 7

3 Other 1.79% 1

Total 100% 56
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Q2 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe bike paths?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 21.43% 12

2 No 37.50% 21

3 Unsure/does not affect me 41.07% 23

Total 100% 56
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Q3 - Do you feel that Western has adequate/safe pedestrian crosswalks?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 71.43% 40

2 No 28.57% 16

3 Unsure/does not affect me 0.00% 0

Total 100% 56
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Q4 - From which of the following do you feel would benefit safety on Western campus? (You
may select more than one response):

# Answer % Count

1 Hours of vehicle restriction in the campus interior (i.e: only buses allocated between class hours) 16.49% 16

2 More speed controls on campus for motor vehicles 18.56% 18

3 Addition of more marked bike paths on campus interior roads 21.65% 21

4 Addition of "pedestrian only" light signals at major campus intersections 25.77% 25

5 Other 5.15% 5

6 Western has already implemented sufficient pedestrian/cyclist safety measures 12.37% 12

Total 100% 97
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Other
Other

free ice cream

Pedestrian only crossing at intersections (like they have at some busy intersections in Toronto)

putting back the walkway in the big circle grassy thing by alumni hall

This year a pseudo cross walk has been put between the parking lot beside TD stadium and the rest of campus for
people to cross. It is confusing for motorists - Just put a stop sign there. It would serve the same function without any
level of a confusion (and would also allow people to cross at both sides of the intersection (intersection here loosely
defined as both sides of where one can turn into the TD parking lot)
In addition to more marked bike paths, I think more protected paths would be safer and encourage more people to
cycle.

Q4_5_TEXT - Topics

Answer % Count

Total 100% 0
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Motion 4

USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

Be it resolved that, Council ratify the USC/WSS Principles of Collaboration and Commitment.

MOVER/Seconder
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Appendix 4

                                                             Principles of Collaboration and Commitment

BETWEEN

The Western University Student Senators

AND

The University Students’ Council of the University of Western Ontario

These Principles of Collaboration and Commitment are hereby articulated between the Western Student Senators hereinafter
referred to as WSS, and University Students’ Council of The University of Western Ontario, hereinafter referred to as the USC.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of articulating these Principles of Collaboration and Commitment is to set out a framework of cooperation between
the WSS and the USC to develop mutually beneficial programs, advocacy priorities, projects and other engagement
mechanisms in support of creating a better campus for all of Western undergraduate students.

B. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE RELATIONSHIP:

1. The WSS and the USC acknowledge, respect, and value the distinct yet complementary roles each plays within
Western University.

2. The WSS and the USC are at their best when both parties commit to inspiring, challenging and collaborating as
colleagues, and governing relations informed by a mutually beneficial partnership.

3. The WSS and the USC believe that successful collaborative partnerships require time, commitment, compromise, and
mutual respect.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS:

• A consistently professional, positive, and productive relationship.
• Stronger empathy and understanding of the challenges and limitations of each party, and a commitment to assisting to
address them.
• Consistent and reliable partnership to strengthen lobby priorities and advocacy to the university administration and
Senate.
• Broader recognition of the strengths of each partner, and a willingness to capitalize on those strengths to face common
challenges, and pursue common opportunities.

D. STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT

The WSS shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings between the Chair (or designate) and the USC (Vice-President and or designate) to
review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. Invite the USC Vice-President (or designate) to attend WSS caucus meetings as a resource member.

3. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.
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4. Allow for the appointment of appropriate USC individuals (Vice-President or designate) to WSS caucus sub-
committees where deemed appropriate by both parties.

5. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goals and initiatives.

6. Have sole discretion as to how the USC budgetary allocation for WSS will be utilized and budgetary changes will be
negotiated through the USC budget cycle.

7. Send one delegate to all USC council meetings to present relevant updates.

8. Acknowledge the unique and legitimate role the University Students’ Council plays as an advocate for Western
students in the community

9. Support the USC to accomplish its mission to “enhance the educational experience and quality of life for all
undergraduates at Western University,” and accomplish priorities contained within the USC’s long-term strategic plan, to the
extent WSS is in agreement with them.
10. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The WSS will further commit to work with the USC on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
11. Seek to engage with the USC on Senate matters which would directly affect Western students.
12. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

USC shall:

1. Commit to monthly meetings with WSS leadership to review the relationship, assess progress of ongoing projects, and
set new goals for the expansion of the relationship.

2. After their election, the incoming Chair and Vice-President shall meet to discuss goals for the year, potential areas for
collaboration, and outline their vision for the relationship.

3. Appoint appropriate individuals (Vice-President or designate) to the WSS caucus sub-committees.

4. Joint project teams may be established from time to time to pursue common goal and initiatives.

5. Allocate an initial budgetary amount of $1500 for the WSS in the USC budget to increase its organizational capacities.
WSS will have sole discretion as to how the money will be allocated and any budgetary increases will be presented to USC
Council for approval. Each year, the mandated base amount will be $1500. Any increase agreed to by Council will become the
baseline funding amount throughout the terms of this agreement (i.e. if Council approves an $1000 increase, the baseline
funding will become $2500). The USC and WSS will not consider its respective political stances when approving budgetary
changes.

6. Recognize and respect the fundamental role that the WSS plays in representing Western University students at the
university Senate.
7. Commit to strong communication between the two organizations about any relevant information which would impact
either organization. The USC will further commit to work with the WSS on the principle of ‘no surprises.’
8. Support the WSS to gather student feedback on any pertinent issues relating to students as determined by the WSS and
agree to share previously collected feedback that is pertinent to achieving common goals
9. Grant WSS similar abilities and privileges as Faculty Councils including, but not limited to, booking UCC conference
rooms, atrium booths, and receiving guidance from members of the Executive on portfolio-related initiatives.
10. Attempt to find common-ground on submissions to the university, in order to portray a united student front.

E. TERMS OF AGREEMENT

The agreement shall begin immediately upon its signing and will cease exactly three (3) years to the day it was signed.
Additionally, the agreement shall be dissolved upon the written consent of each party.
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In the third year of the agreement, the WSS Chair and USC Vice-President shall meaningfully attempt to negotiate a new
agreement. Alternatively, they may elect to a three (3) year continuance of the current agreement.
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